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Pulsation (Acoustical) Studies Are All the Same  
..Right? 

Well, no, actually. Thanks in part to how we use terminology in our industry. You may think 
you're comparing apples to apples, but chances are this simply is not the case.  
  
We have created a tip sheet explaining the differences (and they are significant) between the  
two main classes of studies. You buy a study to reduce the risk of vibration problems, but what 
degree of risk do you (and your customer) face?  
 
Two classes of pulsation studies exist in the market: 

1. Studies that meet the requirements of API 618 (5th edition is the  
current version) 

2. Studies that loosely follow API requirements, but do NOT meet the  
technical requirements.  

 
While Beta offers services to meet either of these two classes, it is important for the packager and owner to understand 
the differences. No one wants to make a bad decision, so use the tip sheet to see what in included in each case...What 
you don’t know CAN hurt you. This tip sheet will help you understand what your RFQ is actually asking for and what to 
say to get what you actually want.  Contact us and ask for the information sheet “There Are Two Kinds of Pulsation 
Studies (which one is right for your reciprocating compressor?).”   

Upcoming 2010 Trade 
Shows and Conferences 
April 23, World FPSO Conversion & Floating LNG 
Production Vessels Conference, Kuala Lumpur, MY 

July 20-21, Corrosion Management in Refineries and 
Process Plants Conference, Kuala Lumpur, MY 

October 4-6 GMRC, Phoenix, AZ. Presenting two 
technical papers and one short course. Booth #419. 

October 5-7 TurboMachinery Symposium, Houston, 
TX. Booth #1331. 

Oct 21-22, EFRC, Florence, Italy. Presenting a technical 
paper. Booth. 

Training Options 
 
Check out our ‘vibration on reciprocating compressors’ training 
videos on http://www.YouTube.com! Introduction, Module 1 and 
Module 2 (Parts 1 and 2) are up and running. 
 
Customized vibration training is available – in most cases, at 
your site. Ask about our lunch and learns and seminar options. 
Topics cover issues such as, Pulsation and Vibration in 
Reciprocating and Rotating Equipment, Understanding API 
618, Torsional Analysis, Remote Monitoring, Troubleshooting 
Tips, and more. 
 
Do you have comments or questions about any of this material? 
Do you have topics you'd like to see covered in the Beta 
Bulletin?  If so, send an email to:  
jwalters@betamachinery.com. 

Free Vibration Control Primer 
 

We have received many requests for our free, practical, and easy to read Primer on vibration control 
strategies for reciprocating compressor packages. This Primer addresses many of the questions we 
have received from packagers, engineering consultants, and owners, and offers design approaches  
to avoid pulsation and vibration problems. 
 
There are more available, so feel free to contact us and ask for yours. 
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How to Contact Beta 
CANADA USA MALAYSIA 
300, 1615 – 10th Avenue SW 919 Park Meadow Drive No. 22-2, 2nd Floor 
Calgary, AB  T3C 0J7 Katy (Houston) TX  77450-4015 Jalan Sri Hartamas 8, Sri Hartamas
Canada USA 50480 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Tel  +1 403 245-5666 Tel  +1 281 920-4441 Tel  +603 6201 4130 

 
Web site  www.BetaMachinery.com  Email  info@BetaMachinery.com 

BETA Southeast Asia Update 
Jordan Grose, BETA’s SE Asia Development Manager, and his staff welcome new customers 
and continue to support existing customers from our SE Asia office. 
 
Contact Jordan at JGrose@BetaMachinery.com to get application support for your land-based or 
offshore compression projects. He is presenting technical papers at various conferences in KL in 
2010. When you see Jordan, let him know how BETA can be of service for your reciprocating or 
rotating equipment. 




